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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 03/1 1/04, 08/24/04, 09/19/05, 
05/08/06 have been considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 4-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Since claim 4 is an improper hybrid claim calling both an apparatus and the method steps 
using the apparatus, claim 4 is indefinite under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. See MPEP 
2173.05(p). As both an apparatus and method are claimed in the same claim, it is vague and 
confusing as to what the metes and bounds of the claim set forth. 

Claims 5-6 are rejected as being dependent on claim 4. 
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Since claim 7 is an improper hybrid claim calling both an apparatus and the method steps 
using the apparatus, claim 7 is indefinite under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. See MPEP 
2 1 73.05(p). As both an apparatus and method are claimed in the same claim, it is vague and 
confusing as to what the metes and bounds of the claim set forth. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

6. Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
neither a "process" nor a "machine," but rather embraces or overlaps two different statutory 
classes of invention. See MPEP 2173.05(p). 

7. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
neither a "process" nor a "machine," but rather embraces or overlaps two different statutory 
classes of invention. See MPEP 2173.05(p). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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9. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Emme (US 

2003/0122957) in view of Okumura et al. (US 6,327,434). 

Regarding claim 1, Emme discloses a portable terminal device comprising: 

a camera module (Emme discloses a cellular mobile phone provided with a camera, 

figures 1-2, page 2, paragraphs [0033], [0036]); 

a light module as an illumination function in shooting an image by the camera module 

(LED emits a beam of infrared light through cover 60, figure 2, page 2, paragraph [0035]; page 

3, paragraph [0041]). 

Emme fails to specifically disclose an image control processing section for sending zoom 
control information of the camera module and carrying out image processing; an illuminance 
variable section for varying illuminance of the light module in accordance with a distance from 
the camera module to an object. However, Okumura et al. discloses a camera which comprises 
an imaging unit 13; photographing lens 5; an electronic flash emitting unit 1 1 capable of 
changing its irradiation; a CPU 1 for controlling the focusing operation of the lens on the basis of 
the distance from the lens to the object, obtaining the irradiation angle corresponding to the focus 
focalized and sending a command to an irradiation angle changing mechanism 10 which adjusts 
the irradiation angle of the electronic flash emitting unit 1 1 according to command from CPU 1 
(figures 3A-3B, 4; column 6, line 48 - column 8, line 38). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the device in Emme by the teaching of Okumura et al. in order to 
provide a camera which can appropriate control the electronic flash irradiation area when the 
electronic flash device capable of setting its radiation angle in a plurality of ways, thus 
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improving the use efficiency of the electronic flash device and reducing wasteful energy 
consumption (column 10, lines 40-47). 

Regarding claim 2, Emme discloses wherein the illuminance variable section varies the 
illuminance for photography of the light module in accordance with a zoom ratio of the camera 
module (Emme discloses the CPU 1 sends a command to the irradiation angle changing 
mechanism 10 so as to adjust the irradiation angle of the emission unit properly on the basis of 
the focus focalized, (figures 3A-3B, 4; column 6, line 48 - column 8, line 38). 

Regarding claim 3, Emme discloses wherein the illuminance variable section varies the 
illuminance for photography of the light module in accordance with information on the image 
processing (Emme discloses the CPU 1 controls the electronic flash emitting unit 1 1 to emit light 
or not according to the illuminance measurement value (figures 3A-3B, 4; column 6, line 48 - 
column 8, line 38). 

Conclusion 

1 0. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Nonaka et al. (US 5,708,860) discloses distance measurement apparatus and optical 
system using the same. 

Kuroda (US 2003/0036365) discloses portable communication terminal with camera 
capable of taking pictures. 
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Komori et al. (US 2005/0253923) discloses mobile telephone device having camera and 
illumination device for camera. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LUONG T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7315. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, DAVID L. OMETZ can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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